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THIMEROSAL SAFETY 

Thiomersal is added to some vaccines at the minimum dose permitted by regulatory agencies as a 

preservative (50 µg thiomersal / dose (i.e. 25 µg ethylmercury / dose) or is present in trace amounts as a 

residue from the vaccine manufacturing process (≤ 1 µg thiomersal / dose) The thiomersal-containing 

vaccine can be treated equally to the thiomersal-free vaccine. 

The results of many studies conducted since the 90s of the last century, incl. by the US Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

have not confirmed the harmfulness of thiomersal in vaccines. 

 

Studies conducted in infants, covering the first 6 months of age indicate that thiomersal-derived 

ethylmercury is cleared from the body in up to 30 days. The available, methodologically well-conducted 

studies have not confirmed a cause-and-effect relationship between exposure to thimerosal and the 

occurrence of autism or neurological disorders in children. 

In studies assessing the source of mercury in the body, it was found that eating fish contaminated with 

toxic methylmercury is much more dangerous. Much untrue information, unsupported by reliable 

evidence, has been linked to the presence of thiomersal in vaccines, therefore, due to parental anxiety, 

in 1999 American scientific societies issued a joint position recommending the complete removal of 

thimerosal from single-dose vaccines or its reduction to trace amounts. Most manufacturers have 

prophylactically withdrawn thiomersal from their vaccines, and as a result, there are few thiomersal 

vaccines on the market today. 
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THIMEROSAL SAFETY 

 

 

Thiomersal is an allergen that can cause skin reactions. However, allergy to this compound may occur in 

a small percentage of adolescents and adults. 

The safety of thimerosal vaccines is confirmed by: 

 World Health Organization (WHO), 

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 American Immunization Safety Review Committee, 2004 

 American Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 

 WHO World Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety (GACVS), 2012, 

 European Medicines Agency (EMA), 2004, 

 the results of Australian researchers over 1 million children. 

 


